






4 The Chosen People

literature as they engage people in
spirited discussion at tables on
university campuses or in city parks.
One Israeli woman stopped by our
literature table in Central Park to
read the text of Isaiah 53 in Hebrew

that was
prominently
displayed.
Reaching the
end of the
passage, she
declared
resolutely: “This
is talking about
Jesus!” She soon
accepted Him as
her Messiah!  

The Jewish people of New York
City may be found in virtually every
walk of life. One important segment
of the population consists of business
executives and other highly
accomplished professionals. These
well-educated, hardworking and
ambitious men and women are not
easily impressed. For this reason,
Chosen People Ministries puts on
programs with well-known speakers
at strategically-located venues.

Dr. Mitch Glaser, President of
Chosen People Ministries, and his
wife thrive on the opportunities such
events offer. At a special outreach
banquet held at the Yale Club in
midtown Manhattan, they were
seated next to two Jewish seekers

who came at the invitation of
Christian friends. Both of them
came to faith in the Messiah soon
after the event.

Jewish Immigrants –
Newcomers Awaiting 
New Life in Messiah

Jewish immigrants have always
played an integral part in New York
City’s pulsating energy. From the
beginning, Chosen People Ministries
has paid special attention to Jewish
newcomers. After all, the Mission’s
founder, Rabbi Leopold Cohn, was
himself an immigrant from Hungary.
These days, the most numerous and
visible group of Jewish immigrants is
from the former Soviet Union.
Some of our most gifted staff are
from this group as well.

Reaching this particular sector of
the Jewish population requires
patience, sensitivity and under-
standing. Many of them reside with
extended families, and one of the
most fascinating and close-knit
subcultures of Jewish immigrant life
is that of the Bukharan Jewish people
who have immigrated mainly from
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.
Numbering about 50,000 in New
York City, they are concentrated in
the borough of Queens, where staff
members Randall and Luda Ford
have painstakingly labored over the
past several years.

Luda says,“You have to get to
know the people and allow them to
know you before anything truly
meaningful will happen. They are
frightened that if they receive the

All Around  
Message  

For several weeks this summer, our STEP
team shared the love of Jesus with people
on the streets of New York City and
encouraged folks to attend the debate.

New York City and the
Jewish people have long been

linked with Jewish life. As
the city’s Jewish community

has expanded, Chosen People
Ministries’ evangelistic

outreach has grown along
with it. Now we are meeting

the challenge in city and
suburb in a variety of ways.

The Strong and Vibrant
Jewish Community 
in New York City

New York City is one of the most
exciting centers of Jewish life in the
world, so it should come as no
surprise that ministry in this great
city would take creative and cutting-
edge forms. There are many kinds of
Jewish people here, and each group
requires its own particular approach.

In this modern-day Athens where
the exchange of ideas is one of the
primary pastimes, book tables laden
with Gospel literature are a surefire
way to start conversations. Staff
members often give out New
Testaments and other Gospel



Lord, they will be cut off from their
community. There was one family
where one of the brothers kept
rebuffing us. Then he had a heart
attack and, as we visited with them
over and over, he gradually became
more open. We kept the relationship
going, calling on them and inviting
them to our home. At last, as we
discussed the sacrifice of Messiah yet
again, the man finally understood.
And as he did he exclaimed, ‘Now 
I believe!’ As an influential family
member, we pray that his testimony
will have a powerful effect on his
entire family.”

Reaching into the Suburbs
Jewish life in America is changing,

and nowhere is this more greatly
reflected than in the New York area.
The earlier Jewish immigrants from
Eastern Europe who landed in New
York City once numbered about two
million. As they gained a firm

foothold, their children and
grandchildren have moved to the
suburbs to raise their families. One of
the most important suburban centers
of Jewish population is Westchester
County, about 20 miles north of the
city, where Adam and Susannah

 minister. This is one of the
most challenging fields of ministry in
the already challenging field of Jewish
missions.

Like many others, the dream of
Jewish immigrants has been to be
able to escape from the crowded city
into the fresh air of suburban life.
These Jewish suburbanites have
found their newly-acquired homes
and gardens a mixed blessing. For
one thing, many of them still have
one foot in the city, as they commute
to their jobs. As a result, the lives
they have envisioned for themselves
have turned out to be stressful and
draining. Weekends, once a blessed
island of relaxation amid the
struggles of the workaday world,
have become another hectic round
of obligations.

Reaching this rather over-
scheduled group is especially difficult
as elsewhere in the city, but special
events provide good opportunities.
Adam relates,“David,* a
Conservative Jew, sat with great
interest at one special service. He
participated in what was familiar and
listened intently to what was new.
For the first time he heard that God
would send a Servant into this world
to ‘bear the sin for many.’ At the end
of the service, we exchanged words
for a few moments and he said,

‘I have never been at a service that
made sense to me and made me
want to seek God.’ Within a week, I
was sitting in his living room sharing
the Good News. I pray that this will
be the first of many more meetings.”

Always Changing,
but Much the Same

The Jewish people of New York
City and its suburbs present an ever-
changing face.Yet the fundamental
need is always the same—Messiah’s
saving message, clothed in His
redeeming love. Chosen People
Ministries is, as always, ready and able
to reach out to the various New
York Jewish communities with the
Lord’s help.

The new Feinberg Center for
Messianic Jewish Studies is already
bringing dedicated future workers to
this great Jewish population center.
In the near future, we plan to open a
Messianic Center in Brooklyn and to
expand our outreach to the young,
vibrant and more traditional Jewish
community on the Upper West Side
of Manhattan. Steve and Carol
Fenchel have already established a
foothold in the area through the
congregation they have planted, but
more needs to be done as the
opportunities are great!
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 the Town with Messiah’s  
of Redemption

Programs designed to attract Jewish
seekers—like this live debate in June—are

held at strategically-located venues.
*name changed










